ATTN
THRU

= 9 .
s
’Aﬂ,; .'..QV,QL,L'L(. e

Approved For Release 2000/08/17 : CIA-RDP61S00527A000100030141-8

Chiszi‘i Sti"I;‘R 25X1A93 2% April 1957
Chief, D/B
Chiﬂf, S;TR

Priority Transport Requirements for Borth Vietnam

The following requirements on transport in North Vietnonm

are submitied in response to verbel request of [IINNININEGEGgGEEEEEEEEE °5X1A%

11 spril 1557-
1. Railrosds

4. Report ou the progress of Viet Minh railroad con-
struction on the lines Hanoi-Nom Cuen, Hanoi«lao Kay, and purticular-
1y on the line extending south from Hanoi through Thanh Hou, Vinh
and Dong Hol to the 17th parellsl. Information espacially desired
includes indications of brosdening of the gauge of sny line (partic-
ularly the Hanoi-Nem Quan Line) from meter to stendard (4 £t. 837);
any construction of second tracks or sidings; and any ovidence of
Chinese or Soviet watericl or personnel assistance.

b, Descride in detail any change-of-gauge traaslosding
stotion constructed in the Chinese border ares (particularly in
the Nam Quan area) or elsevhere in Viet Minh territory for trans-
shipment of freight from lines of one gauge to those of another,
including method of transloading, number apd layout of tracks of
each gpuge, approximate length of time required to wload ond re~
load one car of freight, and extent of mechanisstion of loading.

e. Indicate any evidence of the restoration of through
rail service between Chins and North Vietnam on the Kuesdng-Hanoi-
Hoiphong line. This should include information comcerning bridee
reconstruction in the Iaoc Kuy area and sny indicntions of broudening
of the gauge from meter to standard on the Chinese gide of the border.

d. On those lines where railroad services have been
restoved by the Viet Minbh, report all possible individusl locomotive
and Pfreight car numbers, including the line on which cboerved, the
type of equipment to vhich esch number is assigned (e.g. gomdols,
£1at, box, or tenk cars) and, if avsilable, the country of msnufic-
ture of the equipment (c.g. China, USSR, etc.)

e. Report any information cbiainable, following the
restorotion of rallrosd service, comcerning sctwml freight truffic
movenent on individusl lines, such as the number of traius per dey
in each direction, approximate average number of cars per train,
approximzte net or gross {indicate vhich) of each cur,

Approved For Release 2000/08/17 : CIA-RDP61S00527A000100030141-8




Approved For Release 2000/08/1 7; o

61S00527A000100030141-8

aversge speed of trains, sad any detalls regerding the type
and qentity of freight currisd in eech direction.

%, Roads
S mem -

4« Deseribe the characterdstics of indlviduwsl rouds
throughout North Vietnam, including eondition, swiface, w1d4th,
extent of motorabllity, bridges, ferries, flooding in roiny
peabon, snd sstimeted capoeity of rosds and bridges. Two trunk
routes are of specisl strategic significunce. One is the
north-south rosd linking ¥um Cusn, on the Chinese border, with
the South Vietnam fromtier vis Lang Son, Bee Mish, Hunoi, Thaab
Hoo, andl Vinh. The other is an eastewest road linking Haiphong
with Lai Chau vias Henol, Hoo Binh, and Som La.

. Deseribe the nature sad extent of nev comstruction,
fmprovement, or repeir of roads by the Viet Mink, with particulsr
empbesie ou rosds near the Chinese border, lesding toward the
desnreation lime (17th parallel), and leuding towsrd or into
northers «nd centrsl lsosn.

¢. Coliect the moximas possible nusber of individucl
registration nuwbers of Viet Minh military and civilien trucks
as showa on 1llcense plates or painted markings (indicate which),
including whenever possible the type of cueh truck reporded on,
the town or ares vhere eaxch truck wus cbserved apnd any other
msrkinge vhich identify the military ar civilian unit operating
each vshiocle.

3. Inland Water

&, What 1s the size, oge, snd composition of the inlsnd
watervaye fleet? Whet fuel 1s used?

b. Hhich inland wuter routes carry the heavlest truffic?
What iz the volume and composition of the traffic: Whet are the
fectors 1imiting the volume of traffic on each weter route (size
of locks, depth of chamnel, etc.}? Vhen ave the periods of beaviest
traffic on the inland waterways? what is the cargo moving in
areatest volume at this time .

c. ¥here are the ship comstruction faeilities? ot
types and sizes of vessels do they construct?

&: Describe the physical condition of the inland wuterveys
(e.g. silting problems, reefs, mmll or antiguated locke, ete.) hat
is being done to Lmprove these comditions?

&. What are the duily losding snd wlocading capucities of
the inlend water ports: whot mechondeal lowding snd uwnloading
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fecilities sre avallable st each port? How mueh traffic does
each portd bandle Io s yeard

. vhat are the rates charged for iniand wwtey Urans-

4. Coamtsl Shipping

2. What i the sige and composition of the counstal
flset? Spscificelly, whet proportion of the fleet ls coumposed
of Juaks?

b. Whot routes are served by the fleet? lch, if any,
gre served on = echeduled basisy

¢. What is the wvoluse and camposition of the traffic
carried along the coasty Whet proporiton of total traffic is
carried by jJunks? When are the perlods of heaviest tralfic on
the couptel routes? wWhat is the corgo moving in greatect volume
at thise tine? .

4. What sre the daily looding and wnlonding capacities
of the coastal porte? Whot mechenicsl loading and unloading
egulpment 1s availleble at esch pert? How much traffic passes through
each port in o yeor:

e. dhet rates are charged for eocestal wmber trumsport:

@« Report any detuils available concerning Viet Minh
civil aircruft, including type, number, aod nature of aperations.

Distribution:
orliginael and 1 - Addressee
v’1 - Ch/D/S
2 - Ch/S/TR

25X1A%  opr/s/mR/IEEE: <=0, /2755 (24 April 1957)
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